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Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



' S l^rS'^lJLtZstr " '^""'^ °" ''^"^ «•« '-euagc in Which i. was 

□ ™»<'P*»i<»'-«''«»e«ablishcdo„.hebasisofa.ra„sla.io„from.hcorigi™J.»^^ 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). ' " ^'^^ ' ^"^^ i-ernational search (u™ler 

' i^^tj:?:2i:%Tl„""*:S ^ aPP«ca«o„ necessary ,o .he c..^ | 

a. type of material 

I I a sequence listing I 
tablets) related to the sequence listing | 
I b. format of material I 

I I I in written format I 

j in computer readable form I 

I c. time of filing/furnishing I 

I <^°"^^"ed in the international application as Oled- { 

j □ filed together with the international application in con^uter readable form. I 

Q <«niished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. I 

^ mL"r?u4^^^^^^^ \^ -^--^ ^-b^^s) relaUng thereto has been filed or 

filcxi or does "^nobeyorr^^^na^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^<^"'^^ - ^ ^ application as 

! 4. Additional comments: I 

Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US 2002/005108 Al (LUDWIG) , 17 January 2002 
(2002-01-17) 

US-A-5 027 689 (FUJIMORI), 2 July 1991 (1991- 
07-02) 

US-A-6 7 62 752 (PERSKI, HAIM ET AL.), 13 July 
2004 (2004-07-13) 

US-A-5 053 585 (INTERLINK ELECTRONICS, INC.), 
1 October 1991 (1991-10-01) 



D2: 



D3 



D4 : 
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Box No. n 



Priority 



The following document has not yet been furnished: 

Q copy of the eariier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis. 1 and 66.7(a)). 
Q translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43bis, 1 and 66 7(b)) 

J\;^r r.^^^^^^^^ --'^ ™' — -«^i«s been e.aBH*ea on 

4^°^'"a!.d'M^T^!:ft I'Ll^ ""^^ •''""y ""^ ^ fo""- invalid 

relev^ dale °^ "»»<™"ional ffling date i««ca.ed above is considered to be the 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 

Document D3 was pubUshed after the priority date claimed, but prior to the filing date of the present 
application. 

Upon verification (see PCT Guidelines 6.06 through 6.10, 1 1.05. 17.26 and [17.26]). it appears that 
the priority date of the present appUcation cannot be recognised for claim 2 because the subject matter 
of this claim - along with figures IC, 2A-2C, 2E-2F. 3A-3D and manypassages in the description - 
does not appear to be "expUcitly or inherently disclosed" (see PCT Guidelines, 6.09) by the priority 
document. 
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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2005/000428 



Claims 4, 7, 10, 12 



Claims 1-3, 5-6, 8- 9 , 11 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 



Claims 1 — 12 



Claims 1 — 12 
Claims 



Citations and explanations: 

1. Novelty - Inventive step 

1.1 The present application does not meet the 

requirements set forth in PCX Article 33(1) in 
that the object of claim 1 - to the extent that it 
can be understood in light of the description; see 
Box VIII - does not satisfy the criterion of 
novelty defined by PCT Article 33(2). 
Document Dl, cited in the application on pages 2- 
3, describes (see the passages cited in the search 
report; the references in parentheses apply to 
Dl) : 



a method for the control of a computerised piece 
of equipment by a device comprising a two- 
dimensional multi-contact sensor for acquiring 
tactile information (pressure sensor array), as 
well as 

computing means (processor) that generate control 
signals as a function of said tactile information 
(see claim 1: "extracted information is used to 
create control signals"), 
characterised In that it includes 
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dfaTollsInd """f ".""^'("X') "i'h ™8»«' «<» "ovelty, invenUve step or Industrial appllcabililv;" 
atations a nd explanations supporting such statement 

a Step for generating graphical objects ("underlay 
graphics cues being displayed for the player, " 
[0373]; "video display could for example provide 
dynamically assigned labels, abstract spatial 
cures, spatial gradients, line-of-sight cues for 
fixed or motor-controlled lighting, etc., which 
would be valuable for use in conjunction with the 
adapted null/contact touch pad controller, " 
[0245]) on a screen placed underneath a 
transparent ( [0258] ,[ 0373 ]) , multi-contact tactile 
sensor (the "null/contact touch pad" type sensors 
can detect two or more points of contact 
simultaneously [0234 ] [0240] ; in addition, the 
touch pads can be used in networks, or "arrays" 
[0372] or in groups of two or more used 
simultaneously [0373]), 

each of the graphical objects being associated 
with at least one specific processing rule, the 
sensor delivering, during each acquisition phase, 
a plurality of pieces of tactile information, each 
of said pieces of tactile information being 
subjected to a specific processing determined by 
its location relative to the position of one of 
said graphical objects (although not specified in 
detail in Dl, it is obvious to a person skilled in 
the art that the different functions associated 
with the various pads 2731 through 2734 require 
specific processing rules) . 



A similar objection is raised against claim 9, 
which concerns a device corresponding to the 
method of cla im 1. Consequently, the present 
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application does not meet the requirements set 
forth in PCX Article 33(1) in that the subject 
matter of independent claims 1 and 9 does not 
satisfy the criterion of novelty defined by PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 



1.2 



Likewise, the present application does not meet the 
requirements set forth in PCT Article 33(1) in 
that the subject matter of independent claims 1 
and 9 - to the extent that it can be understood in 
light of the description; see Box VIII - does not 
satisfy the criterion of novelty defined by PCT 
article 33 (2) . 

Document D2 also describes (see the cited passages 
of this document) the features of independent 
claims 1 and 9. 



1.3 



Furthermore, and still in spite of the lack of 
clarity mentioned below, the subject matter of 
claims 1 and 9 - even if it were to be considered 
novel - does not involve an inventive step in the 
sense of PCT Article 33(3) with respect to a 
combination of documents Dl, D2 and/or D3; 
consequently, the requirements set forth in PCT 
Article 33(1) have not been met. 



1-4 Lastly, dependent claims 2-8 and 10-12 concern 

- either known features in analogous systems (see 
the search report); it is obvious for a person 
skilled in the art to apply these features, with a 
corresponding effect; 

or slight structural modifications that fall 
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Reasoned statement under RuJe 43bis.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicabilitv- 
Qtations and explanations supporting such statement 

within the scope of current practice for a person 
skilled in the art, and wherein the resulting 
advantages are easily predictable. 
Consequently, the subject matter of dependent 
claims 2-8 and 10-12 do not involve an inventive 
step either. 
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Box No. Vn Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the fonn or contents of the international application have been noted: 

1. Contrary to what is required by PCX Rule 

5.1(a) (ii), the description does not indicate the 
relevant prior art disclosed in documents D3 and 
D4 and does not cite these documents • 
As for the presentation of document Dl on pages 2- 
3, it is inexact in that Dl actually proposes: 

- a visual feedback, the touch pad being placed on 
top of a display; see in particular [0244] and 
[0258] ; 

- a command rule that varies as a function of the 
graphical object above which a contact is 
detected; see the multiple touch pads of figure 
27. 

It is noted that the patent US6570078 corresponds 
to the application US2 002/005108 (see page 1), and 
that there does not seem to be any reason to 
present them separately. 



2. 



Any amended independent claim must be presented in 
two parts as required by PCX Rule 6.3(b), with the 
known features in combination with the prior art 
(document Dl appearing to be the closest) 
appearing in the preamble (PCX Rule 6.3(b) (i)) and 
the remaining features appearing in the 
characterising part (PCX Rule 6.3(b) (ii). 
However, if the applicants are of the opinion that 
the two-part presentation would be inappropriate, 
they must reveal their reasons in their response. 
Furthermore, they must make sure that the 
description clearly indicates which features of 
the subject matter of the independent claims have 
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International application No. 
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already been disclosed in combination with those 
in document Dl, which appears to be closest (see 
PCX Guidelines, IIl-2.3(a). 

In order to facilitate the examination of the 
compliance of the amended parts of the application 
with the provisions of PCT Article 34(2) (b) , the 
applicants are invited to clearly identify the 
amendments made, be they amendments by addition, 
replacement or deletion, and to specify the 
passages of the application as filed on which 
these amendments are based (see also PCT Rule 
66.8(a)). These amendments could, if necessary, be 
handwritten onto a copy of the relevant parts of 
the application as filed. 

The applicants are requested to submit amendments 
by means of replacement pages, in accordance with 
PCT Rule 66.8(a). In particular, it is preferable 
to submit the amendments in triplicate. 
Furthermore, the applicants are notified that PCT 
Rule 66.8(a) stipulates that in PCT procedure, the 
examiner is not authorised to make amendments, 
however minor they may be. 



If the applicants wish to submit informational 
elements concerning the subject matter of the 
invention, for example further details on its 
advantages or on the problem it solves, and if 
these elements are not based on the application as 
filed, these elements must not be submitted in the 
response alone , without being incorporated into 

P**-" PCT/ISA«37 (Box No. VH) (January 2004) 
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Box No. Vni Certain observations on the international application 



The application does not meet the requirements set forth 



in PCX Article 6 because the claims are not cle 



ar . 



1. The final wording of claim 1, "each of said pieces 
of tactile information being subjected to a 
specific processing determined bv its location 
relative to the p osition of one of said graphical 
objects" is vague and imprecise, contrary to the 
requirements of PCX Article 6. It is clear in the 
description, page 13, lines 9-12, that it is based 
on the graphical object on which a contact is 
detected that "a specific processing is applied to 
the data issuing from the sensor." 

I. Lines 15-16 of claim 1 must be clarified on the 
basis of the description, as must lines 11-12, 
since according to the description, each graphical 
object corresponds to a specific processing (if 
there were "at least one" of them, this would pose 
the problem of determining which one to apply) . 
Claim 9 must be similarly clarified; moreover, it 
must be added to so as to contain elements 
corresponding to those of claim 1, including the 
generation of control signals (line 7 of claim 1) 
and the fact that the sensor delivers, during each 
acquisition phase, a plurality of pieces of 
tactile information (lines 12-13 of claim 1) . 

The vague and imprecise wording in the description 
on page 21, lines 6-10 seems to indicate that the 
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Box No. V^ni Certain observations on the international application 



Object of the protection is different from that 
defined in the claims. This results in a lack of 
clarity (PCT Article 6) when the claims are 
interpreted in light of the description. 
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